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.AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVOLVING ROYAL AIR FORCT CANEIRRA R2 WK 116

Date: " 25 February 1982
Parent Airfield: RAF Wyten, Cambs
Flace of Accident: RAF Akrotiri, Cyrrus
Crew: ’ . : Two -
Casualties: One major

CIRCUMSTARCES

1e On 25 Feb 82 the crew of Canberra WK 116 took-off from Punway 11 at Akrotiri

to measure the performance, at high and low level, of the station navigatioral aid.
Having completed the major part of the sortie, the aircraft was positioned at 1520 ¢
for a trial check of a new high level Tactical Air Navigation (TACAN) procedur-

which involved a descent and approach to Runway 29. On completion of the approach
the pilot descended to 250 £% above the ground, and, at a range pf 23 na, he al;;n
his aircraft with the runway. He applied almost maximum power and accelerated to
360 kts. He flew aloeg the length of the runway at a height of 250 it, and just
before reaching the end he cozmenced a steep climb. As the aircraft climbed the
speed decreased rapidly and, at 7000 ft as the speed fell below an estimated 100 %,
the pilot attempted to recover the situation by banking his aircraft to the left and
sizultaneously pushing forward on the control coluamn. The negative g generated by
this manoeuvre was sufficient to fill the cabin with displaced dust and debris;

the pavigator's spare headset and his ravigation tag rose above his head and various
aircraft documents were pinned to the cabin ceiling. The pilct then righted tza
aircraft, descended to 6000 ft and increased speed to 160 kt. During or irmadiatel;
following the wing-over manceuvre both'engines were starved of fuel and flamed ocut.

2. The pilot warned the navigator of the double flame-out and immediately attempted
to relight the port engine; this was unsuccessful and so he tried an immediate
relight of the starboard engine and at the same time increased speed to 170 kt. This
‘relight attempt was also unsuccessful. Thereafter the pilot followed the relight
procedures on both the port and starboard engines in turn, but both attempts fziled.

3. The pilot flew the aircraft out to sea and informed ATC that he and tke
navigator would abandon the aircraft when clear of land. He tried once more,
unsuccessfully, to start the port engine and, at 1500 £t and 150 kt, the navigator
ejected. The pilot ejected some 6 seconds later; subsequently, the aircraft {lew

in a gentle, descending, right hand turn until it struck the sea. Severzl items cf
wreckage were salvaged but the major parts of the airerafi, lying in 280 % of water,
Were not recovered,

.CAUSE

4, It was established that the pilot had climbsd =n stszeply thaf, cViu wiilh Chous
s full engine power, he ¢=uld not have prevented a rapid and dangerouc decmlioratlon.



3 oW

SURS DJL.T LCTICH

5. It was concluded that the pilot of Canberra WK 116 had mishandled the aircrati
so that the engines had flamed-out and could not be relit. He was considered to
have carried out a manoceuvre which was in breach of flying regulations and which
had resulted in the aircraft crashing into the sea. Consequently the pilot was
sing the

tried by a Ceneral Court Martial and was found guilty of negligently cau
loss of the aircraft. )
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