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6 May 1983

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVOLVING ROYAL AIR FORCE HUNTER FGA 9 XE 549

T
Date: 13 May 1982 - ADETT. . L ERARY %
4 ent ¥ 3 - L? ‘5
carent Airfield: RAF Brawdy ; S‘/7é,7837 ;

Place of Accident: 15 miles SE Aberystwyth
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Casualties: One (pilot) major injuries LF A
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CIRCUMSTANCES

1. The pilot of XE 649, an instructor at the Tactical Weapons Unit (TWU), was

flying as the lesader of a section of 4 single-seat Hunters on a low level simulated

attack mission. A unit based Hawk aircraft was used %o pose an air threat, with
aim of forcing the section %o *“ake evasive action. All pilots were drawn “rom the
TWU staff and the sortie was flown in accordance with the Staff Continuation

Training syllabus. The flight went according to plan until the Hunters were

re-grouping after carrying out individual simulated attacks on their first target

¢ this stage the Hawk closed in behind the No 4 Hunter. When the aircrafs was

seen 2y the formation; an svading turn was ordered during which the Hawk zliabed
clear. 1In the course of the turn, the lead dunter pilot ordered the formaticn to
roll out on a specified heading. As he rolled his aircraft's wing level, he was

aware of 2 loud bangs and a loss of engine power. He attempted to initiate a climb,

but the movement of the control column felt 'gritty' and the aircraft di d not
respond.  He realised that he could do nothing to prevent the aircraft from
the zround within seconds and he therefore siects Simultanecusly, the Ne
saw a plume of flame emerge from the jet pipe of the lead aircraft and called
leader to pull up. The aircraft crashed into an area of boggy mcorland and
disintegrated on impact. The pilot landed in clcse ﬂ"oximity te the wreckage and
had to roll clear of a residual g |
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sund fire. He sustained spinal injurises.
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2. Examination of the wreckage o Turbine
failure had occurred. A segment ¢

e casing and had then penetrats T
of elevator control could not be positively established but
catastrophic sngine failure had probably caused some diszorZicn of
produced a nose down change of trim. Metal fatigue was be
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pressure around the circumference of the turbine entry noz area.
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it was concluded zhacz
=

lisved %0 have teen the.
cause of the turbine failure, and this had probably besn induced by variaticns in
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AZRCRAFT ACCIZENT -~ 2

SLLIEQUENT ACTIONS

=
2 The Service sngineering authericy, in collaberaticn wich =he manyulacmuman
3. Th rvice =2nginee ring SACrLTy, In coliaberaticn with The nanulzc-urer
has Isolatad those Huntar engines which were considred =s T misk T
failure These 2ngines have been catagorised sither far i
o é : t failures In addi<ion, the manufac+u
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