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ATRCRAFT ACCIDENT SUMMARY TO ROYAL AIR FORCE HUNTER FGA O XE552
Dates 23 February 19081
Parent Airfield: Royal Air Force Lossiemouth, Morayshire, Scotland
Place of Accident: 20 miles north of Lossiemouth
Casualties: Pilot killed

CIRCUMSTANCES

1, The pilot of XE552 was a student at the Tactical Weapons Unit (TWU). Towards
the end of the course the syllabus progressively introduces the principles of Air
Combat Manoeuvring (ACM).

2. In the afternoon of 23 Feb 81 the student was flying as the No 2 of a pair of
Hunters, with a staff instructor leading, to practise ACM. There was broken strato-
cumulus between 2000 and 4000 ft, and a thick haze layer to 7,000 ft; above this
the weather was good with a well defined horizon, excellent visibility and no
significant cloud. The pair climbed out to the north of Lossiemouth in formation
and then separated to begin the exercise. The aircraft turned towards each other,
crossed at 18,000 ft and pulled up with the student trying to get behind the
instructor!s aircraft. The instructor turned to the left and began a descending )
spiral; the student followed. At 15,000 ft the instructor pulled out of the spiral
and climbed back up before descending again. The student continued to follow and
positions reversed w:Lth the student climbing up and the instructor descemding., As
the instructor levelled he saw XE552 above him starting a descent. The student
entered a steep, wings level dive but did not appear to manoeuvre towards his
adversary. The aircraft passed each other at 13,000 ft, separated laterally by
some 1500 yds. Although there was nothing obviously amiss, the instructor became
alarmed at the flight path of XE551. The aircraft appeared to be accelerating in

a steep dive with the airbrake retracted and was rapidly approaching the minimum
height briefed for the exercise - 10,000 ft - stipulated for safety reasons.
Thinking it possible that the student was experiencing control problems as a result
of omitting to raise flaps, the instructor at first transmitted "Check vour flaps"

but there was no reply; then, as the aircraft descended through an estimated 10.000 ft,
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"reduce your speed” . When there was no observed response, he ordered the student %o
e’ 7t, There was no apparent reaction from the student and XE552 continued its

descent and dived into the sea.

3. The instructor transmitted a Mayday call and searched the area of the crash
until he had to return to base because of shortage of fuel. A rescue helicopter
from Lossiemouth was at the scene within 15 minutes but this and a RAF marine .
craft failed to find any trace of the pilot. Search and rescue operations continued
until it was certain that the student could not have survived. Subsequent salvage
operations yielded only small, insignificant pieces of metal.

CAUSE

4. A thorough investigation was frustrated by lack of evidence. A damaged

flying helmet, a cylindrical air bottle identified as belonging to XE552 and part

of a flying suit pocket were washed ashore near Dunbeath but a comprehensive search
of the coastline failed to recover any other debris. The pilot was posted as missing
believed killed. Several hypotheses would fit the known facts but despite a

thorough investigation, lack of evidence preclude the positive determination of a

cause,
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